THE   GREAT  TRIAL                                      \H

12 noon and said there \vas a slight mistake in the charges framed, which he
corrected. The charges were then read out by the Registrar, the offence being
in three articles published in the Toung India of September 29, December 15, of
1921 and February 23, 1922. The offending articles were then read out; first
of thrra was, "Tampering with Loyalty"; the second; "The Puzzle and Its
Solution*' and the last was "Shaking the Manes".

The Judge said the law required that the charge should not only be read
out, but explained. In this case, it would not be necessary for him to say
much by way of explanation. The charge in each case was that of bringing or
attempting to bring into hatred or contempt or exciting or attempting to ex-
cite disaffection towards His Majesty's Government established by la<w in British
India. Both the accused were charged with the three offences under Section
124 A, contained in the articles read out, written by Mr. Gandhi and printed
by Mr. Banker. The words "hatred and contempt" were words the meaning of
which was sufficiently obvious. The word "disaffection" was defined undei the
Section, where they were told that disaffection included disloyalty and feelings
of enmity and the word used in the Section had also been interpreted by the
High Court of Bombay in a reported case as meaning political alienation or
discontent, a spirit of disloyalty to Government or existing authority.! The
charges having been read out, the Judge called upon the accused to plead to
the charges. He asked Mr. Gandhi whether he pleaded guilty or claimed to be
tried.

MR. GANDHI: I plead guilty on each count of the charge. I
merely observe that the King's name is omitted from the charge-
sheet and, in my opinion, very properly,

THE JUDGE: Mr. Banker, do you plead guilty, or do you claim to be
tried?

MR. BANKER:   I plead guilty.

Sir J. Strangman then wanted the Judge to proceed with the trial fully;2
but the Judge said he did not agree with what had been said by the Counsel.
The Judge said that from the time he knew he was going to try the case, he
had thought over the question of sentence and he was prepared to hear anything
that the Counsel might have to say, or Mr. Gandhi wished to say, on the
sentence. He honestly did not believe that the mere recording of evidence

1 The interpretation of the judge was: "An attempt to excite disaffection
towards Government is equivalent to excite political hatred of Government  as
established by Law, to excite political discontent and alienate the people from
their allegiance.*'
2 He urged that "the charges should be investigated as fully as possible
and also that the Court will be in a better position to pass sentence if it has
the whole of the facts."